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Mission Peak Soaring Survival Tips!

    If you are a first timer or a long time flyer, but new to flying at Mission Peak, here are a few pieces of information for your soaring adventure at  the hill.  

     Mission Peak (Mission) is an inland slope site. Unlike a coastal slope site, it does not receive strong winds which generate continuous and abundant slope lift. And again unlike coastal slope sites, it does generate quite a bit of thermal activity. This combination of slope and thermal lift is generally called Slermal lift. Due to it’s location and combinational lift characteristics, here is what you need to know for successful flights at Mission:

Ideal wind direction:

Our launch site is oriented towards the Northwest, so any winds between South to North is flyable. However best lift is generated by W-NW winds. Winds from the East or with Easterly components should be avoided.

Soaring season:
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Without doubt the best time of the year to fly at Mission is the spring. The hills are lush green, winds are consistent and blow from ideal direction and the temps are mild to cool. This is when the slope lift is as strong as the thermal lift! Obviously this is also the time of the year when flying activity is at it’s peak.  During the summer as the temps rise, the winds die down and thermal conditions improve. This is a great time to enjoy thermal soaring or practice thermal hunting skills. Of course there are some days which are very hot or have an off shore wind component which make flying impossible. Fall is generally not very predictable when it comes to wind direction or soaring conditions, so you take your chances. Winter does produce some great days, but you have to time it carefully. Winds vary in directions and are generally cold. Post Frontal Systems tend to produce great wind/lift conditions at Mission, but timing them is very crucial to avoid precipitation. 

Clothing, equipment, etc:

For Winter and early Spring: wind breakers and jackets, gloves/ transmitter glove, warm hat that covers you ears.  Spring into early Fall; wind breaker or light jacket, hats with a wide brim or neck protector, sun block and plenty of water.  Hiking boots are highly recommended all year long. Bring minor repair equipment/tools, glue, extra battery pack for tx and rx. Backpacks will free your hands to carry gliders up the hill. Don’t forget to bring your current SBSS membership card.
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Gliders:

Thermal and TD ships are generally flyable most of the year. Dedicated slope or scale planes can be flown during the Spring time depending on the conditions. Generally 2 –3 meter size built up gliders are the preferred ships at Mission. For best results bring an extra plane for higher wind conditions.  Electric gliders or fuel powered planes are no longer allowed in the Park. 
Getting there:

Maps and direction are listed on the SBSS web site on the Maps page.  If you can’t find parking space in the main parking area, go back one block and park in Vineyard street. Tickets will be issued in the No Parking zones (please keep in mind that the hike to the hill can be dangerous if you have heart, respiratory or some other medical conditions.  Best consult with your doctor). Walk slow and take plenty of rest breaks. 

Weather:
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As stated earlier, look for wind patterns of W-NW winds of 10-15 mph (or more). The National Weather Service, Intellicast or Wunderground provide accurate forecasts. However forecasts can change so keep checking constantly. Try looking for weather forecast in 94538 zip code. Also you can check the current wind conditions at Mission by contacting the automated wind talker at 408-946-9516.  Usually 12-1 pm is a good time to show up at Mission as the ground starts to get warm and generate thermal lift. Of course this varies with the season. 

Info:

Upcoming events, questions or or pictures of activities are usually posted on the Mission Flyers’ Thread at the SBSS forum.

Remember Slope flying is a nature sport and slope flyers are at the mercy of Mother Nature’s moods (even more so than flat field thermal flying).  Conditions at the hill are always changing and no two days are exactly alike. One cannot designate a specific season, day or time for flying activities. Vigilance and flexibility are hallmarks of successful slope flyers. 

                                                                                                                                           Sean Sharif

