
   

ter. 

¶ Wednesday prior to 

Club Meeting the News-

letter is published on the 

SBSS web site and 

mailed to members re-

questing a hard copy. 

¶ Contributions to the 

Newsletter are welcome 

and encouraged; they do 

not need to be gram-

matically or spelling 

perfectñwe have tools  

Bruce DeVisserõs contact 

information is: 

scalesoaring@sbcglobal.net 

Tel: 408-921-1900 

119 Cleaves Ave.,  

San Jose, CA 95126 

After 6 months or so of wait-

ing for Curtis field sprinklers 

and reseeding to be com-

pleted, it still is not.  This is 

very disappointing for our 

club since it is currently the 

primary location for our con-

tests.  Keep checking our 

web site for details and con-

test schedule. 

Meeting attendance continues 

to be very good and we are 

growing slowly, but our field 

issues continue to plague us.  

Thank goodness for the vari-

ety of aircraft types that our 

club members support with 

slope flying being a growing 

contingent.  I have even got-

ten into some slope flying 

myself and have now sloped 

about 6 different aircraft.   

Thankfully Bruce DeVissaer 

has agreed to take over as 

the newsletter editor starting 

immediately which will con-

tribute greatly to keeping 

everyone up to date with club 

information.  I am happy that 

I will no longer need to per-

form that duty and have not 

done so in a timely manner.  
Bruceõs publishing schedule is 

as follows beginning July 16: 

¶ Wednesday following 

the club meeting Club 

Officer reports, minutes, 

notes, and all other con-

tributions are due to the 

Editor (Bruce) via email, 

email attachment or US 

Mail. 

¶ Monday of week prior 

to Club meeting the 

Newsletter PDF will be 

emailed to the Webmas-

Presidents Message     by Bob Smith 

What the heck is an ENELOOP?    By Bob DeMattei  

Well actually, it is not an 

òanó, itõs a what.  What it is, 

is SANYOõs latest take on the 

Nickel-metal Hydride battery.  

And it seems to have a cou-

ple of advantages over the old 

chemistry.  It addresses the 

self-discharge characteristics 

of the batteries now in use.  

In the current cells, the nega-

tive electrode contains Co-

balt and Manganese both of 

which dissolve and cause an 

acceleration of the discharge 

of the positive electrode. 

 Now a little detour 

into the world of crystals to 

explain what SANYO did.  A 

crystal is an ordered array of 

atoms or molecules that re-

peats over long distances (like 

to infinity and beyond).  The 

basic unit that repeats is 

called a unit cell.  Current 

NiMH cells use an alloy with 

a unit cell described as AB5, 

which says that the cell  
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Coming upé... 

¶ July 9ñRegular monthly 
meeting at Saratoga Fire 
Station.  Business meeting 

starts promptly at 6:45 and 
the General meeting begins 

at 7:15.   

¶ July 12 & 13ñTomcats show 

with SBSS as the first act 

starting at 10 AM.  

¶ Aug. 9ñKids take flight at 

Reid Hillview Airport  

¶ Check the web for flying 
and contest schedules.  
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SBSS was invited to attend the an-

nual Huff Middle School Hawkfest on 

May 30, 2008.  With what was esti-

mated at a crowd of 700 people 

including 500 kids, it was an offer we 

could not refuse.  Bob Brown, Mike 

Hutchings and Bob Smith attended 

and had brought over 20 airplanes to 

show the attendees.  Airplanes in-

cluded some smallish slope ships to a 

4 meter semi-scale Discus used for 

aerotow.    

We distributed hundreds of small 

balsa gliders to the students and 

there were gliders all over the place.  

Another hit of the event was a flight 

simulator that the kids got to fly.  

We loaded a simple rudder, eleva-

tor, throttle ship on the simulator 

and the lines were up to 7 deep.   

In spite of the windy conditions and 

limited approaches we were very 

determine to give a real flight dem-

onstration.  Mike flew a DLG and 

Bob Smith made  5 flights with a hot 

liner electric foam wing.  Although 

the field had very limited space Bob 

Brown brought his Bubble Dancer 

and launched it with a high start.  It 

is always interesting to fly at an 

unfamiliar field and there are 

the almost mandatory mistakes 

that get made.  Smith flew into 

a short cyclone fence with his 

wing but had no damage.   

Brown, however, on his 3rd or 

4th flight suffered a misguided 

approach and landed 30õ or 40õ 

up in what was the tallest tree 

for miles.  After over an hour 

of repeated throws with a line 

by Mike and Brown to capture 

the Bubble Dancer, they finally 

got it down with minimal dam-

age.   

Mike complained of a very sore 

arm which seemed the worst 

casualty of the event.  Although 

there were only a few perfora-

tions in the wing, it is all beauti-

ful again.  Bob Brown took the 

opportunity to recover the 

entire ship and it looks better 

than ever. 

We had great representation 

and received a very nice thank 

you from Roxanne Coish one  

Huff  Hawks Take Flight ñThe Hawkfest   bby Bob Smith  

òé..landed 30õ or 

40õ up in what was 

the tallest tree for 

miles. 

 

 

of the organizers.  Ironically, 

Bob Brownõs grandson is a 

student at the school and he 

was about to get us involved 

when Roxanne made contact 

with Smith through the web 

site.   

As a club these events are as 

important to most of us as the 

actual flying part.  Sharing our 

enthusiasm for our sport is 

important to the club and to 

the community.  We will likely 

be invited back next year and 

will be a little more familiar 

with the field and the needs of 

the event.  

In the continuance of our com-

munity support of our sport, 

we will be attending Take Flight 

for Kids at Reid Hillview Air-

port.   The Experimental Air-

craft Association (EAA) will be 

providing free flights for up to 

500 disabled children.  I look 

forward to be part of that and 

will be seeking volunteers to 

participate.  It is August 9, 

2008. 


