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Coming upée.

e Unless posted otherwise,
meetings are the second
Wednesday of each month

SBSS Thermal Duration
Contest meets at 8:30 AM
last Sunday of the month at
Curtis School - check RC
Groups/Clubs/SBSS for
status at 7:00 AM on con-
test days, and earlier for
other info.

Monthly Los Banos Aero
tow is on the 3rd Saturday
of every month. Send an
email to George Hollidge
at: g.hollidge@comcast.net

for details.

Always check the web for
flying and contest schedules

in case of change.
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Message from the Editor

Happy New Year, hope your holid
yououttoomuch-cuz youbve got some bui

This years officers were announced at the club holiday party and
they are as follows

o Bob DeMattai makes his triumphant return as President

« Kyle Hurlbut carries on as Vice-President and entertainment guru
extraordinaire

e Randy Shore takes on the task as secretary this year

e Dory Taylor will be your treasurer and handle membership duties
as well

Big thanks to all the new officers as well as the outgoing officers for
their great service last year.

Dory sent out an updated member list recently - if you did not get it
and would like a copy you can see him at the next meeting, or email

A

me and | 61| pass your request on.

August 2012 brings the F3J World Championships again and the
USA has another great team. In 2010 the US placed strong with Daryl
Perkins as the senior champion, Brendon Beardsley the junior
champion, and the US Junior team taking gold - USA took 3 out of 4
possible gold medals. Pretty amazing when you compare the state of
F3J competition in the US verses the rest of the world. This year the
competition will be held in South Africa, and the US will be sending 8
pilots, which consists of a Senior team, a Junior Team, plus 2
returning champions. Add in towers, helpers and team managers and
you have a big crew to support. The team does get some financial
help from the AMA, but the bulk of the monies comes from modelers
like us. The team raises money through raffles, donations and apparel
sales, and they have just fired up the new web site at http://
www.teamusaf3j.com. Please visit the site, buy a shirt and / or some
raffle tickets ( amazing prizes by the way ) and support the sponsors.
And dondét f orget tyounmmagracdgnitelore oftthe a
team members and see SBSS mentioned - all the more reason to
support the team right?

Later

Bruce - belewis01@yahoo.com

dondt forget to visit owwsbssvoegb.

ays
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Coming Events

SVSS Winter Mini Contest Series

I'm ready to start off  -season contest work like last year. If you want some live

contest events to hone your thermal duration skills, | plan to host one every 2

weeks, weather permitting. If you want to be a part of this just check the SVSS

club forum on RCGroups. In addition to the mini -contests I'm willing to help anyone
who wants to get more into contesting than they currently are, or who wants to

share ideas on contest strategy. Occasionally | would hope other of our seasoned

pilots will be there to pair up with those who want extra coaching too.

So that each mini  -contest can be a better learning tool | plan to separate each
flight task into 3 scores:

1. Task duration -- 1 point per second. Subtract a point for each second over or

under the task time.

2. Landing tape score -- only short tapes will be used with scores from 75 -100.
Less than 75 = 0.

3. Landing lateral score -- this will measure how far off the final approach center

line your landing was.

Some mini -contests we will use the winch and other times we will just use a high
start so we can concentrate on "low altitude save" work and landings. Low cloud
ceiling days will be perfect for hi -start use.

Here's a tentative schedule. It's up to you to check the thread on RCG to be sure
it's on before you come out.

All at Davis field at 10am. If fogged in we may move to Railhead Park in Auburn.

Sat Dec 17, Sat Dec 31, Sat Jan 14, Sat Jan 28, Sat Feb 11, Sat Feb 25
Suggestions and comments welcome!

Ciao,

Chris B.

SBSS 2012 TD Contest Series

Watch the club forum for announcements - 1st contest is January 29th.
Southwest Classic February 15 -19

F3J/F3K/ALES /TD in Queens Creek Arizona - check the clubs web site for full
details - http://www.casl.net/

2012 AMA / LSF Soaring and Electric Nationals July 28 - August 8

NOS RES, 2 meter, Unlitied TD / XC / F3K/ ALES / LMR

Watch the AMA website for details - www.modelaircraft.org
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Landing Skeg Molding Bruce Lewis

Il think most of you know that Aaron an
Xplorers - we currently have 5 complete ships between us, and various extra parts all over
the shop. So last spring, while waiting for another new X model, | decided to build a landing
skeg mold. My logic went along the lines of , A) We have lots of Xplorers, B) Skegs are
consumable items, C) New skegs cost about $65 each, D) All the required materials were
already in the shop, and E) | wanted to build something. So, long story short, the mold was
built and several nice skegs have come out of it. This article will cover the lay up of a new
skeg, and some of the composites techniques used during the build. Materials required
include, epoxy resin (| use West Systems ), mold release wax, PVA release agent ( polyvinyl
alcohol ), milled glass filler, and glass cloth. For the skegs | am using 3.7 oz. S Glass which |
buy at Tap Plastics. S Glass strength is between standard E glass and Carbon, but costs
much less than carbon. Also, in a world of 2.4 MHz radios, S Glass can be a good
replacement for carbon cloth.

Here are the molds at this point,
they have been cleaned and waxed
with mold release wax 3 times.
Wayx, let dry, buff, repeat 2 more
times. Molds get seasoned, like a
good iron skillet, so | could probably
get away with | e
not worth the risk. Wax is followed
by PVA mold release which | spray
on with an airbrush.

| am going to prepaint the part in
the mold, so | mask the mold to
minimize clean upyou can do the
work now, of do it later during d
clean up. I am using spray can paint,;* .
and it holds up well. Thisis much '
easier than traditional painting out
of the mold, basically the part pops
out painted and no more work is
required.

S S
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Mask removed and paint is dry to
the touch. I let the paint cure for at
least 24 hours before starting a lay
up. My current paint of choice is
Rustoleum One Touch | used to
buy Krylon, but they changed the
formula and now
well.

Next up is to buiduallte glakselgth. Theretaré 2 popuar p r
methods for joining the 2 pieces after they are laid up, method #1 is to let the parts cure, trim
the excess glass and use another narrow st

pieces together. The 2nd method is known a
during the initial lay up. The method chosen will dictate how to pre-cut the glass. | will be
using the fAwet seamoO method as it gives a

Parts laid out on 3.7 oz. glass cloth covered
with wax paper which has a LIGHT spray of
3M77 spray glue. The wax paper makes it m
easier to work with and holds the glass shape
until ready to go in the mold. | made a tem-
plate from some thin MDF so all the layers arg
consistently sized. There are 4 layers per sidg
2 each at 90 and 45 degrees. Parts are label
for the side and order they will go in.

Cut out parts waiting to go into the
mold. The little wedges at the bot-
tom will go into t
beef up the actual skeg. The final

1/ 26 strip goes 1in
floor after joining the mold and pro-
vides a little more strength in that

area
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1st layer of glass in the mold. You can see th
cloth gets semtransparent as it wets out.
This helps to locate your worst enenwair
bubbles!

| put the 1st few layers on fairly wet, and get
dryer as | get near the last layer, letting the
final layers of cloth pull out the excess epoxy

from the initial layers.

dnoay anepibuy

Last layer on this side. The final
layer is oversized and has a lip of
cloth at the top which will be used

to bond the 2 pieces together as
one. The other mold half will be laid
up the same, except it will have a lip
on the bottom side

Both mold halves joined and
clamped. Before joining | put a little
extra epoxy on the seam line to wet

out the extra glass there.
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Rolling the seam after the mold is joined. Thig
wets out the extra glass lip and bonds the
halves together. | made my roller from a toy

car wheel and some pushro
left now is to clean up and wait for the epoxy
to cure. | oOotryo to et p

before opening the mold.

Freshoutofthemold! et 6 s s
ohé. 24 hours | at
excess epoxy pushed out by rolling
the seam plus ext
5-7 mils thick and easily trimmed

off. You can also see my cut line
which is built into the mold, making

it a lot faster to clean up each part

And TA DA! Finished skeg ready for
those 100 point landings!

Flash is scored with an Xacto blade
then broken off. Excess glass is cut to
the trim line with a Dremel cut off
wheel and drum sander, followed by al
little hand sanding .

| had to be brief here in order to
make this all fit, so please feel free to
email me if you have any questions.
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SBSS TD Season Championship Bob DeMattai

The following are the final results from the 2011 SBSS TD contest series

Fledgling Sportsman

1. Peter Rasmussen 1. Bob Smith

2. Noel Eberhardt 2. Rich Duder
3. Ates Gurcan 3. Ken lzumi
EXxpert 2 meter

1. Bob Brown 1. Dale Thompson
2. Bruce Lewis 2. Randy Shore
3. Greg Norsworthy 3. Don Cohn
RES OPEN

1. Bob Brown 1, Bob Smith

2. Dick Dexter 2. Bruce Lewis
3. Peter Rasmussen 3. Rich Duder

Season Champ

1. Bob Brown

2. Bob Smith

3. Bruce Lewis

Your 2011 Season Points Champion

- Bob Brown. Bob is holding the

new SBSS perpetual trophy, which

he has earned 2 years in a revean

this domination be overcome in

2012, or will Bob get the ohat tricko
- we shall see Mr. Brown.

WW. SBSS.ORG



